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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS THAT GOJ PREPARED TO OFFER 
ADDITIONAL TARIFF CUTS IN MTN 

1 . SUMMARY: JAPANESE VERNACULAR PRESS REPORTS USHIBA 
WILL OFFER TO REDUCE TARIFFS TO AN AVERAGE THREE PERCENT 
LEVEL IN THE MTN WHEN HE MEETS STRAUSS IN LOS ANGELES. 
OFFER ON COLOR FILM TO BE 6-7 PERCENT AND ON COMPUTERS 
8-9 PERCENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. VERNACULAR PRESS REPORTS GOJ WILL OFFER TO 

REDUCE TARIFFS ON MINERAL AND MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS TO 
AN AVERAGE OF 3 PERCENT COMPUTED FROM A BASE INCLUDING 
BOTH DUTY AND NON DUTY PRODUCTS, IN THE MTN NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN AMB STRAUSS AND MINISTER USHIBA. SPECIFICS WILL 
BE DISCUSSED BY MITI DIRECTOR GENERAL TAKAHASHI IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 TOKYO 09266 240108Z 

GENEVA LATER THIS WEEK. THIS REPRESENTS, ARTICLES SAID, 

A REDUCTION OF ABOUT 50 PERCENT FOR JAPAN AS COMPARED 
WITH AN INTERNATIONAL TARGET OF 40 PERCENT. 

3. SPECIFICALLY, PRESS NOTED, THE OFFER WILL REDUCE 
TARIFFS ON COLOR FILM TO 6-7 PERCENT, COMPUTERS TO 8-9 
PERCENT, AND OTHER PRODUCTS TO ABOUT 3 PERCENT. 
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4. JAPAN, REPORTS SAID, WILL DEMAND, IN RETURN FOR THE 
ABOVE REDUCTIONS, THAT THE U.S. IMPROVE OFFERS TO 
LOWER TARIFFS ON ABOUT "L500" ITEMS, INCLUDING TEXTILES 
AND SUNDRY GOODS, WITH TARIFF RATES HIGHER THAN JAPAN'S. 

5. COMMENT: ABOVE REPORT MAY BE FIRST STEP IN PROCESS OF 
PREPARING THE PUBLIC FOR ADDITIONAL MTN CONCESSIONS. THE 
NIHON KEIZAI, MAY 21, CARRIED A LONG HISTORIC REVIEW OF 
RECENT TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS WHICH EMPHASIZED U.S. AND EC 
DISAPPOINTMENT WITH PREVIOUS JAPANESE TARIFF REDUCTION 
OFFERS. A SHORT PARAGRAPH AT THE END OUTLINING JAPANESE 
DEMANDS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INCLUDED ALMOST AS AN AFTER- 
THOUGHT SO THAT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD NOT SEEM UNBALANCED. 
MANSFIELD 
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